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Overview

1. What is Steampunk?

2. Test your perspective.

3. In what ways is the current state of 
information organization retro-Victorian?

4. How does the future look like the past?

5. Why is that good for catalogers?





What is Steampunk?

CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǳōŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΦ  CƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
a genre in:   

Fiction & Comics

Art & Design

Music/Videos

Movies & Television

Video & Roleplaying Games

Fashion



The earliest recorded use of the term "steampunk" 

is in a 1987 letter from writer K. W. Jeter to Locus 

magazine. Jeter suggested using the term "steam-

punks" to describe authors writing speculative 

fiction set mainly in the Victorian era [source: 

Science Fiction Citations]. Some people prefer to 

use other terms to describe the steampunk 

aesthetic, like retro-futurism or neo-Victorianism.

http://howstuffworks.com/framed.htm?parent=steampunk.htm&url=http://www.jessesword.com/sf/view/327


Jules Verne
&

H.G. Wells

Steampunk Literature - proto

1870

1895



Steampunk Literature - recent

1990 2008

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/TheDifferenceEngine%281stEd%29.jpg


Steampunk movies

Movies

ÅThe Prestige

ÅWild, Wild West

ÅBrazil

ÅLeague of Extraordinary 
Gentlemen

ÅThe Golden Compass

ÅHellboy

ÅSteamboy



Steampunk

refers to an art form that adds an antiquated 
Victorian aesthetic to modern technology. 

http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/steampunk.htm

http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/steampunk.htm


Victorian Innovation



Telegraphy (Morse, 1837)

Photography (Daguerre, 1838 & Eastmanôs Kodak box camera, 1888)

Bicycle (Macmillan, 1839; ñpenny-farthingò in 1872 & Safety Bicycle in 1885)

Steamships (Brunel, 1839)

Postage (Stamps, 1840 & Mailboxes, 1850s)

Tarmac roads (Nottingham, England, 1845)

Sewing Machines (Howe, 1846 & domestic by Singer in 1850)

Concrete (Monier, 1849)

Glider (Cayler, 1849)

Gasoline developed, 1850 

Ice cream (Fussell, 1851)

Public flush toilets (Jennings, 1851)

Steel (Bessemer, 1854)

Pasteurization process, 1856

London Underground Railway, 1863

Telephone (Bell, 1873)

Typewriter (Sholes, 1873)

Phonograph (Edison, 1877)

Electric street lighting & light bulb 

(1878 & 1879)

Gasoline motorcar (Benz, 1885)

X-ray (Roentgen, 1895)

Radio (Marconi, 1895) 

General Innovation



Library and Information Innovation

ÅPrograms
ïCaroline Hewins, 1881, starts the first children's story hour at the 

HartfordPublic Library.

ÅAccess
ï1891, James Duff Brown of Clerkenwell Public Library, Great Britain, 

and William Howard Brett of the Cleveland Public Library are the first 
to open the stacks to their patrons

ÅClassification
ïDewey, Cutter, Universal Decimal Classification

ÅIndexing and taxonomy
ïWest, Index Medicus, periodicals proliferation, Henry Wheatley

ÅaƻǊŜΧ



The Mundaneum ςBrussels - 1934

Φ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ {ǘŜŀƳǇǳƴƪ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘȅǇŜǊǘŜȄǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YŜǾƛƴ YŜƭƭȅΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ²ƛǊŜŘ Φ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ tŀǳƭ hǘƭŜǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǘƻ-Web relied on a patchwork 
of analog technologies like index cards and telegraph machines, it 
ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘȅǇŜǊƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ²ŜōΦ


